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A report produced by Wellington-
based legal professional services and 

research consultancy Team Factors Ltd 
has won a major international honour.
The report, aimed at helping companies 
and government agencies develop best 
practices in their use of legal services, 
received an APEX 2009 Award.
The United States-based APEX Awards 
for Publication Excellence is an annual 
competition now in its 21st year that 
recognises outstanding publications from 
around the world.
Written by Team Factors Managing 
Director, Wellington lawyer Ron Pol, 
the report was produced in association 
with the Corporate Lawyers Association 

T he Law Society of England and 
Wales has published a report on 

safeguarding expert evidence in the 
European Union (Brussels Agenda, July 
2009).
The EU-funded project examines 
procedures for gathering, handling, 
analysing, interpreting and presenting 

Lawyer use report wins major award
of New Zealand (CLANZ) 
and the Australian Corporate 
Lawyers Association 
(ACLA).
Entitled ACLA/CLANZ 
Legal Department 
Benchmarking Report, it 
is the result of extensive 
research with the general 
counsel of corporate and 
government organisations in 
New Zealand and Australia.
“Very few of these prestigious awards 
are granted outside North America and 
this year it was the only one awarded in 
Australasia,” ACLA chief executive Peter 
Turner says.  

“It’s tremendous recognition 
for leading companies and 
government agencies in 
Australia and New Zealand 
who had the vision to 
support a detailed research 
report on the use of lawyers. 
“The report is already being 
put to great use by companies 
and government agencies keen 
to ensure they get the best 
value from lawyers,” Peter 
Turner says.  

This international award follows 
recognition closer to home.  In May, the 
report also won a gold medal in the New 
Zealand annual “Pride In Print” Awards.

O mbudsman David McGee QC 
has received the first higher 

doctorate Victoria University has 
awarded in nine years. 
He received a Doctor of Laws 
(LLD) for the immense body of 
work he has completed in the field 
of parliamentary law.
A major publication in the portfolio 
David McGee submitted was his 
Parliamentary Practice in New Zealand 
reference text. 
Examiners said that his text is frequently 
referred to in other Commonwealth 
jurisdictions. They made special 
mention of this text as “the essential 
authority” in its area and an 
“indispensable reference text” which 
was “widely cited in the judgments of the 
courts”.
They also commented that it provided an 
“authoritative and scholarly analysis of 
the law affecting Parliament” and that it 
has played “a seminal role in shaping the 
field of parliamentary law” not only in 
New Zealand but overseas as well. 

First higher doctorate in nine years

David McGee QC

They also noted David McGee’s 
status as an acknowledged authority 
on parliamentary practice. 

Appointed an Ombudsman on 19 
November 2007, David McGee 
joined Parliament’s Office of the 
Clerk in 1974 and worked in several 

roles including with select committees. 

He was appointed Clerk of the House of 
Representatives in 1985.  In that capacity 
he was the principal advisor to the 
Speaker and Members of Parliament on 
parliamentary law and practice. 

Expert evidence report
expert evidence and the procedural 
safeguards necessary to ensure its 
reliability. 
The Law Society worked in partnership 
with taskforces in Finland, Denmark, 
Italy and Slovakia.  In addition, repre-
sentatives of 15 EU member states and 
Norway completed questionnaires 
designed to ascertain the means by which 
expert evidence is used in criminal 
proceedings in each of the relevant 
jurisdictions. 
Each task force examined current practice 
and procedure in their jurisdiction and 
produced a research report including 
recommendations for practical and 
legislative change.  The resulting reports 
and other related materials are available 
at http://international.lawsociety.org.
uk/node/6234

He was a member of the committee 
that reported on New Zealand’s 
constitutional arrangements and devised 
the legislation that became law as the 
Constitution Act 1986.  He was also 
a member of the panel that arranged 
and oversaw the public information 
campaigns organised for the electoral 
referendums held in 1992 and 1993. 
David McGee was admitted in 1977 and 
appointed a Queen’s Counsel in 2000.  
He was made a Companion of the New 
Zealand Order of Merit (CNZM) in the 
2002 Queen’s Birthday Honours.
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